Penmanship, handwriting, lettering, calligraphy.

For good quality handwriting, children need,

1) good hand eye co ordination and good pencil control. Drawing, painting, bead threading, doing jigsaw puzzles and lots of other activities help here.

2) clear and constant instruction in how to form individual letters and later, a knowledge of     how to join letters cursively.

3) a knowledge and understanding of the balance of letter sizes, that

all the small letters are of the same height, aceimnorsuvwxz.
all the tall letters are of the same height and those with middle sections have the middle section at the same height bdfhkl ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTUVWXYZ.
all the hanging down letters are as tall as small letters and their hanging down sections hang down to the same level gjpqy.
t is a three quarter letter, its bar the same height as small letters.
uprights in letters should be parallel.
4) a teacher who is an excellent role model, who produces beautifully written charts and who writes clearly in exercise books, who allows the children to watch her as she does lettering for posters. 

5) sharp pencils or good pens (ball point pens skid on paper, fibre tipped pens grip the paper) and as good a quality of writing paper as the school can provide.

6) opportunities to look at different styles of lettering for titles, posters etc and a collection of examples in the picture library to help children to be aware of different lettering styles which nearly all follow the same rules of balance of lettering sizes, like tall letters being all the same height, small letters being all the same height, hanging down letters hanging down to the same level. 
7) to know what not to do.  (See “How to write really badly” by Anne Fine).
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