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Introduction

This is the fun aspect of writing, so why is it we do so little of it? I believe that by neglecting this aspect of literacy, a teacher loses very many opportunities to motivate and inspire children to enjoy and make progress in their writing skills? I truly feel that creative writing should be the mainstay of all classroom writing activities and from the work produced, a teacher can diagnose the pupils’ weak areas and create a slick and relevant punctuation/grammar programme to improve skills. Too often the teacher feels intimidated by the prospect of a creative writing session and substitutes an exercise on the black board for all the children to do at the same time. But the children are not all the same, and their skills are not all the same, so the impact of such a lesson is weakened and the children sit and laboriously copy the blackboard task, sometimes trying to set their own challenge and make a neat job of it, other times, scribbling the sentences down in bored frustration and anger! What a waste for everyone! And what a waste of chalk and paper! Other children in the world are working in the creative-writing-at-the-centre way, outstripping those children whose teachers stick to the old routine of writing endless grammar and spelling exercises on the blackboard. Dominican children are worth more than this. They deserve the chance to catch up and to have more learning fun!

Where to start

Of course it begins with talking a lot, with children engaged and interested in what the task might be. And they need to have the tools to write, not just a good working the pencil and paper, but a stimulating working environment with an atmosphere conducive to working and with easy access to the words and phrases they might want to use. 

Creative ideas to inspire creative writing
Visual: Something visual really helps, like the Bottle Village model, or a table with flowers and a label saying, “Fleur the Florist’s Flower Shop”, or a box that might look as if it has been dragged out of the sea, or a picture, a large one if the whole class is working on the same theme, or smaller cards if the children are to work individually or in groups. And we have already seen how brown paper bag puppets can stimulate ideas for character study writing, or dialogue or play writing!  A piece of patchwork, with each child choosing a scrap and writing about where it came from has more than once produced excellent work and the writing can be displayed beside the patchwork. (In this case, the children were not only considering the sight of the piece, but the texture or feel of it too.) 
Sounds: We have discovered that sounds can be effective too! The sound of cellophane gently rubbed can create an image of the sea, corks tapped across a table can sound like footsteps. Teachers need to go around the school and their own homes making sounds to try them out and consider them for use as sound stimuli to creative writing. (Your colleagues and family may wonder what you are up to, so maybe you should explain first!)
Smells: I have also used scents and perfumes to stimulate creative writing. Using old match boxes with a small piece of tissue inside, I have put a scent on the tissue, like bleach, curry powder, cinnamon, air freshener, chocolate… and I have allowed the children in a group, to put these smells in a context and go from there. I am sure tastes would work as well, but smells are particularly evocative. 
The list of possible stimuli is endless, but the first contact with the stimulus to creative writing will instantly intrigue the children and will need to be followed up in an inspiring way. So how do you do that?

How to get from stimuli to the children creating their ideas
Ask questions: “Where? How? Who? When?”, getting the children to go into increasing detail about what they are imagining. And, to add quality, you draw on the blackboard, in one corner, some eyes, some ears, a nose, a hand and a heart. Then you focus on each one and get the children to tell you what they see in their imagination, what they might hear, what they might smell, what they might feel on their skin and what they feel in their hearts. And you give praise, praise and more praise for what they say. And you never question what they are describing, because you don’t know what original picture they are creating in their heads. Please note that all this is done long before a pencil is picked up. Sometimes, do not even think of using a pencil, but get the children just to talk and keep the writing for later.
Using different genres

The teacher must be aware of allowing children to write in different genres, for example:-

· Reported writing. A newspaper report, “Bottle Bobs to Shore”

· Descriptive writing. “Living in Bottle Village”, “Bottle Village Flower Show” “My journey across the ocean” by A. Bottle.
· Play Writing. A dialogue between two Bottle Village characters.

· How To Writing. “How to bake a bottle shaped cake” “How to do the Bottle Dance” “How to make a garden in a bottle”.

· Letter Writing. A letter of thanks to the Bottle Village gardener and builder. A letter asking the baker to make some special bottle shaped buns for the “Welcome to Bottle Village Ceremony”. A letter to put in a bottle to throw in the sea (and each can be displayed under some polythene that has been cut into the shape of a bottle and each bottle hung from some driftwood).

· Postcard Writing. A postcard from people staying on holiday in Bottle Village.

· Poster Writing. Poster made by the Bottle Village florist to advertise her flowers for Mother’s Day. Poster advertising the Bottle Village Flower Show.
· Poetry Writing on a theme of “Ocean”, “Sunshine”, “Orange” “Sand”
In short, there are far too many exciting avenues to explore, for us to spend hours and hours getting children to copy sentence exercises from the blackboard! Do some lessons like this, but put the emphasis on creating writing, rather than copying it!
Marking children’s creative writing
Mark the creativity in creative writing! Write positive comments, do not over mark with pupil-condemning red pen, but make a note of specific weaknesses and plan follow-up work from there. Encourage children to be free, by allowing them to draft their work first on not so tidy paper and to then follow up with a best copy from each one, for display.
Displaying creative writing
This is a crucial part of the creative writing progress and should never be ignored. Imaginative display of creative writing makes children feel so proud of their work and gives them confidence to go on experimenting and improving. The display does not have to be expensive on resources. (No pinboard? Use up an old blackboard or beg a big thick cardboard box thrown out by a fridge shop.) Remember: it is important to regularly check displayed work for height. Get on your knees and check that it is not too high for the children to be able to read!
All the display ideas below use free recycled materials found fairly easily in Dominica. 
1) Display reported writing in the form of a newspaper article on a background of sheets of old newspaper. With a good heading this can look impressive and shows the children how much the teacher values their efforts. 

2) Present descriptive writing of a rainforest on crunched brown packing paper, with some of the folds rubbed over with brown wax crayon to make the paper look more like tree bark. This gives an interesting 3 dimensional effect on the wall. Or even make the tree by starting with the brown paper on the floor and attaching it up the wall, dividing it by cutting it into branches and securing these from the ceiling. Be bold. It will be a step towards making your classroom be inspirational, a step towards achieving the WOW factor!

3) Write short poems about fish on pieces of cereal box card that have been cut into fish shapes. Then the fish can be hung from a piece of driftwood suspended from the ceiling. The fish now move like a mobile. Similarly, raindrop poems can be written on raindrop shapes and suspended from an old umbrella frame that is hanging from the ceiling. Or a tree branch can be used in a similar way.
4) Display underwater adventure stories on a large sheet of old bubble wrap. Again, with a smart heading and tidy labels, the display can become an inviting reading focus.

5) Take an old calendar apart and use the pages for the backing paper for an adventure story on “The Time Machine”. Get the children to make a model of the Time Machine out of an old shoe box and add this to the display.

6) Back imaginative writing on the theme, “When I think of Yellow” with crunched up yellow paper, like the Brizee Mart plastic bags.

7) Glue character studies inside a Styrofoam box and build them in a block formation on the wall, one character per box.
8) String up banana leaves flat, making an attractive background for titles like, “Lost in the Rain Forest”, “The Millipede Walk”, etc.
9) Use sheets of Styrofoam that come as packing. This is sometimes thin and supple, so can be displayed three dimensionally. (Don’t always assume backing should be flat on the wall! Put it up diagonally, or with folds and bends.) Then use it for any subject title. Thicker Styrofoam can be used flat, as a pin board. Or can be hinged together with string to make a corner or a concertina backdrop.
10) Dig out old stretchy nylon tights. Cut off the toe and slit lengthwise up the leg. Tie a corner to a fixed point, stretch the fabric in any direction and tie it to the next fixed point, join on another piece with a knot and go on stretching and fixing. This makes fantastic spiders’ webs that, with the school light on behind, show up interesting swirls. Title? “My pet spider”.

11) A string line strung across the classroom with pegs to hang work from is a good start, but why not put up more strings in different directions? Then work can be displayed 3 dimensionally, children walking around it all to read it. 

12)  Collect old pieces of fishing net from the beach, wash them and hang them above head height to display work on a sea shore theme.
And after all the effort of displaying creative writing, ALLOW TIME FOR OTHER CHILDREN TO READ THE WORK, not just classmates but other pupils and teachers in the school…and visitors!


Introduction

Whatever the age range or level of ability, independent writing always starts with speaking, and with a drawing, or with a visual, auditory or other stimulus, to fire the process into action! A title written on a board, or a two minute talk-in by the teacher, inspires only the most gifted of writers, and offers drudgery to the others as well as a wasted learning opportunity. Strong words, but true! 
Independent writers depend on:
1) Talking, conversing, explaining, describing, reporting, all long before the pencil is picked up, to  

 extend vocabulary, develop sentence construction, and plan sequentially.
2) A drawing can start off the visual memory process from which the words can then be created. It also helps hand eye co-ordination for confident penmanship. The teacher discusses the words the child wants to use to enhance his drawing.  Never critically say, “What is that?” as the child can feel threatened and will clam up! Ask the child to tell you about his picture and his imagination will often fire up. Then the child must be guided into deciding what he wants to write, the length of text depending on his attainment and ability. This could be teacher writing the words and the child writing underneath, or the child writing his own words with some help from classroom resources. 

(NEVER CALL OUT THE LETTERS OF A SPELLING! The child needs to see the word to start to build his visual memory of it. Explain this to parents too.)
Classroom resources

1) Phonic work, word building games, flash cards, word wall, and word books support word writing.
2) Cloze procedure cards, starting with the missing word at the end of each sentence, progressing to the missing word in the middle of each sentence, then on to the missing word at the beginning of the sentence, support sentence construction.

3) A wall chart provides a check list for the children to refer to as they check their creative writing:

(Here an exclamation mark  or a question mark can be added for older writers).
4) Question cards where children answer in complete sentences teach sentence construction and encourage children towards independent writing, as most words needed for the answer are within the question. This also helps the visual memory acquire spellings and promotes creative sentence construction, children juggling with the order of words to create the sentence they want.
5) Story time, allowing the children to hear others express their ideas through writing words.
6) Sharpened pencils, appropriate paper, clean hands and a drink to make the brain squidgy. An individual “do not disturb" notice, like, “I am really trying to do a good story, so talk to me later” or, “Please do not interrupt my excellent story writing today” or, “Please do not knock my arm as I am doing a best copy of my great story” help some children as well. (By the way, left handers and right handers need to be positioned so that their writing arms do not knock each other as they write.)
6) A good working atmosphere to write in, calm, gentle, quiet, even with appropriate music as a background. No hustle and no hassle, and certainly the teacher not telling children off or clearing out the cupboard!
7) Any idea you can think of to celebrate finished creative writing in a fun way, like a Publishing Party, where children have written draft copies of their writing and invite parents and friends to come into the classroom to sit beside them as they work on their best copies. This provides a good chance for visitors to get a clearer idea of the creative writing process and to celebrate with juice and biscuits afterwards.
A sentence always starts with a capital letter.


A sentence always ends with a full stop.


A sentence always makes sense.
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